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Just one problem… 

As the saying goes, people with plenty of food have lots of 
problems. Those who do not have enough to eat have but 
one problem. 

According to a report released last month by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, the number of Americans 
without dependable access to adequate food spiked last 
year to 49 million, including nearly 17 million children.  
This is the largest number since the government began 
keeping track.   

Among people of all ages, nearly 15 percent last year did 
not consistently have adequate food, compared with 
about 11 percent in 2007, the greatest deterioration in 
access to food during a single year in the history of the 
report.  And, keep in mind – these numbers are based 
upon statistics from 2008 – before the stress of the 
economy actually hit Oklahoma’s borders. 

According to the 2009 Hormel Hunger Survey, also 
released in November by Hormel Foods Corporation, not 
being able to feed one’s family is among the most 
distressing circumstances. In the survey, 82 percent said 
they would be highly upset, uncomfortable or 
embarrassed if they were not able to provide enough 
food for their family, compared with 83 percent who felt 
that way about spending a night in jail and 59 percent 
who cited those feelings in regard to getting fired from a 
job. 

Oklahoma 6
th

 hungriest state 

Oklahoma is now ranked as the sixth hungriest state in 
the nation. While the demand for food is up, financial 
donations are down.  The Regional Food Bank distributed 
15% more food in Fiscal Year 2009; distribution for the 
first five months of FY10 is up 22%, or 4.9 million pounds 
compared to the same time last year, while financial 
donations are down 17%. 

 
If this trend continues, we’re on track to distribute more 
than 32 million pounds of food this fiscal year (compared 
to 28.5 million in FY09).   

 That’s the equivalent of more than 25 million meals.  

 

 

 

The majority of those served by the Regional Food Bank are 

the working poor, children and senior citizens. 
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ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀŘŘ 
more to the abundance of those who have much; 
it is whether we provide enough for those who 
have too little.έ 
   - Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 

http://www.regionalfoodbank.org/
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Record Numbers in November 

The Regional Food Bank distributed more food during 
the month of November than any other (non-disaster) 
month in the history of the organization – 3.2 million 
pounds.  The Food Bank has distributed 335 million 
pounds of food since its inception in 1980.    

How are we going to continue to keep pace?  
Oklahoma has a history of generosity and compassion 
and we are confident that, when Oklahomans learn 
just how serious the situation is, they will respond in 
miraculous ways.  Chesapeake Energy, for example, is 
matching donations, dollar for dollar, through the end 
of the year - up to $100,000! 

We simply know that it is our moral responsibility to 
make sure that people in Oklahoma who are hungry 
have a place to go where they can get food.   

Collaboration Helps Families in Need 

The Regional Food Bank is partnering with the 
Oklahoma Department of Human Services (DHS) to 
provide nonperishable food to county DHS offices so 
case workers can then issue the food to meet 
emergency needs when clients are unable to be 
served by local food pantries while waiting on their 
SNAP (food stamp) benefits to be processed.   

The record number of ‘newly unemployed’ seeking 
assistance for the first time in their lives, are unsure 
how to navigate the system and unaware of the 
waiting time to receive benefits.   

A total of 52 DHS county offices currently participate 
in the program serving approximately 600 
households. 

Some of the comments from the DHS offices: 

Noble County – άWe only have one box left.  They 
have been ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦέ 

Coal County – ά¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
are longtime Coal County residents who are struggling 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƳŜŜǘΦέ 

Bryan County – άL ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘƻƳŜ 
burned down so he would have something to eat until 
I could get his SNAP finished.  The local food banks 
ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦέ 

 

  

 

Not rain, nor sleet, nor 
retirement… 

A team of retired Letter Carriers joined ranks with 
the Regional Food Bank over the last several 
months in order to distribute food to the hungry in 
rural Oklahoma.  This new Care & Share program is 
designed to provide much needed help to parts of 
the state who are without the luxury of a local food 
pantry. 

The retired Letter Carriers have graciously 
volunteered their time to drive the Food Bank 
Sprinters and deliver the food to families in 
communities struggling in the difficult economy. A 
total of 8 rural counties were served through this 
program and close to 600 pre-made pantry boxes 
were distributed to families in need. 

New food pantries were also added in Buffalo, 
Hollis, Waynoka, Alva, Taloga and Watonga using 
the pre-packed family boxes.  With this effort, we 
now have an active food pantry in each of the 53 
counties that the Regional Food Bank serves for the 
first time in the Regional Food Bank’s history.   

. 

 

 

The new year is certain to bring more 
challenges and more opportunities to serve 

those in need.  With your support, the Regional 
Food Bank will continue to meet the increased 

demand for food.  We are committed to 
άCƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ IǳƴƎŜǊΧCŜŜŘƛƴƎ IƻǇŜΦέ 

You can help!  Donate online at www.regionalfoodbank.org.  Donations will be matched through 12/31/09. 

http://www.regionalfoodbank.org/

